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OVERVIEW

•Role of Metro Health Department

•ACA – AHCA

•Public Health’s evolving role



EXAMPLES OF VOLUME + COMPLEXITY IN A METRO HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Healthcare Hub
Median # of hospitals/county in 
WA:

King County adds:

Plus the only Level 1 trauma 
center:

Diversity

20% of residents are foreign-born
170 languages spoken

Outbreak Potential

Over 100 festivals
158 professional sporting events

12,000+ restaurants
192 cruise ships

Burden of Disease

1300+ foodborne illnesses annually
Percentage of state’s cases (2013):

56% HIV
61% syphilis

40% gonorrhea
100% measles

Coordination

39 municipal governments

39 police jurisdictions

20 school districts

29 fire departments

39 emergency management 

agencies

41 water and sewer districts

International Hub

1.5 million+ international visitors 
annually

13th busiest port in the nation
55% of state’s active TB cases
13 measles cases (2013)
236 travelers monitored for Ebola 

(2015)

Metro health departments provide the foundational public health services on a 
larger scale and more complex landscape. What that requires: greater breadth, 
more capacity for services that cut across programs.



Prevention and Public Health Fund:

Community and clinical prevention initiatives; 

Research, surveillance and tracking; 

Public health infrastructure; 

Immunizations and screenings; 

Tobacco prevention; and 

Public health workforce and training.
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ELEMENTS OF THE ACA AT RISK UNDER 

AHCA



10 Essential Benefits

 Outpatient care

 Emergency services

 Hospitalization 

 Pregnancy, maternity, and newborn care

 Mental health and substance use disorder services, 

 Prescription drugs

 Rehabilitative and habilitative services 

 Laboratory services

 Preventive and wellness services and chronic disease 

management

 Pediatric services 5

ELEMENTS OF THE ACA AT RISK UNDER 

FEDERAL REPEAL AND REPLACE 

https://www.healthcare.gov/what-if-im-pregnant-or-plan-to-get-pregnant
https://www.healthcare.gov/coverage/mental-health-substance-abuse-coverage/
https://www.healthcare.gov/coverage/preventive-care-benefits/
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A FRAMEWORK FOR HEALTH EQUALITY
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A FRAMEWORK FOR HEALTH EQUALITY
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A FRAMEWORK FOR HEALTH EQUALITY

Elements of the ACA at risk under federal 

repeal and replace: 



Public health nursing practice sets nurses up 

well to excel in population health issues

Individual care planning = Community

Nurse training = Policy Development

Assessment skills = Population
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ADVANCED PRACTICE ROLES IN 

POPULATION HEALTH



LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES IN NURSING

Working with Elected Officials to 

highlight needs and the impact of 

policy-making

Creating nurse roles in the workplace 

for systems advocacy

Participation in Boards, Commissions 

and elected officials at local, state 

and federal level
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My question: How do you see 

your role? 
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QUESTIONS? 


